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1 Can FRONT fay whether we ought to 


4 


THE 


OR * 


OF THE 


St. Alb=ns 


attribute the Multitnde of Ghoſts and Ap- 
paritions, which were ſo commoa in the 
Days of our Forefathers, to the Ignorance of 
the People, or the Impoſitions of the Prieſt. 
The Romiſh Clergy found it undoubtedly for 
their lntereſt to deceive them, and the Super- 


e ſtition of the People laid themſelves open to 


receive whatſoever They thought proper to in- 
culcate. Hence it is, that their Traditions are 


little elſe, than the Miracles and Atchieve- 


ments of unbody'd Heroes, a Sort of ſpiritual 
Romance, ſo artfully carry'd on, and deliver'd 
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in ſo probable a Manner, as may eaſily paſs 


for Truth on thoſe of an uncultivated Capacity, 


or a credulous Diſpoſition. Our SeRariſts in- 3 


deed ſtil] retain the Credulity, as well as ſome 
of the Tenets of that Church ; and Appari- 
tions, and ſuch like, are ſtil} the Bug-bears made 
uſe of by ſome of the moſt Celebrated of their 


 Holders-forth to terrify the old Women of | 
their Congregation, (who are their ſureſt 7 
| Cuſtomers) and enlarge heir Quarterly Sub- 3 


ſcriptions. I know one of theſe Ambidexters, 
who never fails of Ten or Twenty Pounds more 
than Ordinary, by nicking ſomethins Wonderful | 
in due Time; he often cloaths his whole Fa- 
mily by the Apparition of 4 Perſon lately exe- 


cuted at Tyburn; or, a Whale ſeen at Green- 
wich, or thereabouts ;, and 1 am credibly in- 
form'd, that his Wife has made a Viſit with a 
Brand new Sable Tippet on, ſince the Death of 
"Thi Ir ne 7 % B Y -7-% M8 
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But as theſe Things will paſs pon none but f 
the Ignorant or Superſtitious, ſo there are 
others that will believe nothing of this Na- 


ture, even upon the cleareſt Evidence. There 


are, it muſt be o n'd, but very few of theſe 


Accounts to be depended on; ſome however 


are ſo palpable, and teſtify'd by ſo good Autho- 


rity, by thoſe of ſuch undoubted Credit, and 


ſo diſcerning a Curioſity, that there is no Room | 
to doubt of their Veracity, and which none 
hut a Sceptic can disbelieve. Such is the fol- 


lowing Story of Mother Haggy of St. Alb---ns, L 
ia the Reign of King James the Firſt, the 


mighty Pranks ſhe plaid in her Life-zime, and 


her Apparition afterwards, made ſuch a Noiſe, 


toth at Home and Abroad, and were ſo terri- 
r Hen Le eee ee 


> and Imprecations. 


* ( OG 5 | 
People, to this Day, cannot hear the Mention 


of her Name, without the moſt diſmal Appre- 
henſions. The Injuries they receiv'd from the 
Sorceries and Incantations 6f the Motlter, and 


the lajuſtice and Oppreſſion of the Son 


and Daughter, have made ſo deep an Impreſſion 
upon their Minds, and begot ſuch ag Mere 


Averſion to their Memory, that they nev 

ſpeak of them, without the bittereſt Curſes 
I - have made it my Buſineſs, being at 
St. Alb, lately, to enquire more par- 
ticularly into this Matter, and the Helps 1 


$ have receiv'd from the meſt noted Men of Erudi- 


tion in this City, have betu Conſiderable, and to 
whom I make my publick Acknowledgment. 
The Charges I have been at in getting Manu - 


ſcripts, and Labour in cating them, the Re- 


conciling the Diſputes about the moſt material 


4 Circumſtances, and adjuſting the various Read- 


ings, as they have took me up a conlide- 
rable Time, ſo 1 hope they may be done to 
the Satisfaction of my Reader. I wiſh 1 could 
have had Time to have diſtinguiſh'd by an Aſte- 
riſm the Circumſtances deliver'd by Tradition 
oaly, from thoſe of the Manufcriprs, which 1 
was advis'd to do by my worthy Friend the 
Reverend Mr. h n, who, had he not been 
Employ'd' otherways, might have been a very 
proper Perſon to have undertaken ſuch a Per- 
Benanees // ita) 4 

The beſt Manuſcripts are now in the Hands 
of the lngenious Dr. G th, where they are 


left for the Curious to peruſe, and where any 


| _ Clergyman may be welcome; for however he 


A3 mar 


Ms 
| ſpers'd with as many Precepts of Reveal'd Reli- 


Fo un Yeoman of St. Alb 
| ood Repute for ſome Years :' The Place of her 


Birth is diſputed by ſome of the moſt celebrated 
Moderns, tho* they have a Tradition in the 
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may have been abus'd by thoſe who deny him 


to be the Author of the D— „and tax'd by 
others with Prineiples and Practices unbecoming 


a Man of his Senſe and Probity, yet 1 will be 
bold to ſay in his Defence, that I believe he is 


as good a Chriſtian, as he is a Poet, and if he 
publiſhes any Thing on the late D d 
y, I don't queſtion but it will be inter- 


gion, as the Subject is capable of bearing: And 


it is very probable, thoſe Refin d Pieces that the ; 
Doctor has been pleas'd to own, ſince the 


Writing of the D>—y, have been look'd 


upon, by the lewd debanch'd Criticks of the 


Town, to be dull and inſipid, for no other Rea- 
Jon, but becauſe they are grave and ſober ; but 
this 1 leave for others to determine, and can 
fay for his Sincerity, that 1 am aſſur'd he be- 
lieves the follouing Relation as much as any of 


us all. 


Mother Haogy was marry'd toa plain home- 


Country, that ſhe was never Born at all, and 
which is moſt probable. At the Birth of her 


Daughter Haggite, ſomething happen'd very 
remarkable, and which gave Occaſion to the 
Neighbourhood to miſtruſt ſhe held a Cor- 


reſpondence with Old Nick, as was confirm'd 


afterwards, beyond the Poſſibility of Dif- 


proof, The Neighbours were got together 
a Merry-making , as they term it, in the 
Country, when the old Woman's High- 
crown d Hat, char had been thrown upon the 


Bed - 


ns, and liv'd in 
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Bed's Teſter during the Heat of the Engage- 


ment, leap'd with a wonderful Agility into the 
Cradle, and being catch'd at by the Nurſe, was 


metamorphos'd into a Coronet, which according 


to her Deſcription, was not much unlike that 
of a German Prince; but it ſoon broke into a 


3 thouſand Pieces. Such, cries old Mother Haggy, 
will be the Fortune of my Daughter, and ſuch her 


Fall. The Company took but little Notice of what 
the ſaid, being ſurpris'd at the Circumſtance of 


the Hat. But this is Fact, ſays the Reverend 


and Honourable L—y L=—4, and my Grand- 
mother, who was 4 Perſon of Condition, told me, 


* ſays He, ſhe knew the Alan, who knew the Wo- 
man, who was, ſaid ſhe, in the Room at- that 
Inſt ant. The very ſame Night, 1 ſaw a Comet, 


neither have I any Occaſion to tell a Lye as to 


> this Particular, ſays my Author, brandiſhing its 


Tail in a very ſurpriſing Manner in the Air, 
but upon the Breaking of a Cloud, I could 


# diſcern, continues he, a Clergyman at the Head 
of a Body of his own Cloth, and follow'd by 
an innumerable Train of Laity, who coming 


towards the Comet, it diſappear C. 
This was the firſt Time Mother Haggy became 


ſuſpected, and it was the Opinion of the Wiſeſt 
+ of the Pariſh, t! ' 
Eing to ſend her to be try'd for a Witch by the 


that they ſhould Petition the 


Presbytery of Scotland. How this paſt off I cannot 
tell, but certain it is, that ſome of the Great 
Ones of the Town were in with her, and 'tis ſaid 


3 ſhe was Serviceable to them in their Amours: She 
= hada Waſh that would make the Skin of a 


Blackamore as white as Alabaſter, and another, 
that would reſtore the Loſs of a Maidenhead. 
without any Hindrance of Buſineſs, or the Know- 
| Pe en 4 5 i ledga | 
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 ledve of any one about them. She try'd this Ex- 


periment ſo often upon her Daughter Haggite, 
that more than Twenty were ſatisfy'd they had 


her Virginity before Marriage, 


She ſoon got ſuch a Reputation all about the 


Country; that there was not a Cow, a Smock, or 
a ſilver Spoon loſt, but they came to her to en- 


quire after it; All the young People flock'd 
to have their. Fortunes told, which, they ſay, 
ſhe never miſs'd. She told Haogite's Husband, 
he ſhould grow Rich, and be a Great Man, 


but by his Covetouſneſs and Griping of the 


Poor, ſhould come to an ill End. All which 
happen'd ſo exactly, That there are ſeveral old 


Folks in our Town, who can remember it, as if 3 it 
was but Teſterday. 


She has been often ſeen to ride full -allop upon 
a. Broom-Stick at Noon-Day, and ſwim over a 
River in a Kettle-Drum. Sometimes ſhe wou'd 
appear in the Shape of a Lioneſs, and at other 


times, of a Hen, or a Cat; but I have heard, 
could not turn herſelf into a Male Creature, or 


walk over two Straws acroſs. There were ne- 


ver known ſo many great Winds as about that _ 
Time, or ſo much Miſchief done by them: The 
Pigs gruntled, and the Screech-Owls hooted 
oftner than uſual ; a Horſe was found dead 
one Morning with Hay in his Mouth; and a 
large overgrown Jack was caught in a Fiſh-Poad : 


thereabouts with a ſilver Tobacco-Box in his 


Belly ; ſeveral Women were brought to Bed of 


died very frequently. 


Theſe Thiags could not chultz but breed a 4 
great Combuſtion in the Town, as they cal it, 
aud every Body certainly had e at her 


Death, 


two Children, Some miſcarry'd, and old Folks 1 


% 
here are ſeveral authentic Accounts of the 
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Death, had ſhe not been ſucceeded by a Son and 


Daughter, who, tho' they were no Conjurers, 


were altogether as terrible to the Neighbour- 
hood, She had two Daughters, one of which 


was marry'd to a Man who went beyond Sea; 


the other, her Daughter Haggite, to Avaro, 
whom we ſhall have Occaſion to mention in the 
Sequel of this Story. 


There liv'd at that Time in the Neighbour- 


hood two Brothers, of a great Family, Perſons 
* of a vaſt. Eſtate and Character, and extreamly 


kind to their Servants and Dependants. Haggite | 


by her Mother's Intereſt, was got into this Fa- 
mily, and Avaro, who was afterwards her Huſ- 


band, was the Huntſman's Boy. He was a Lad 
of a fine Complexion, good Features, and agree- 


able to the fair Sex, but wanted the Capacity of 
ſome of his fellow Servants: Tho? he got a Re- 
putation afterwards for a Man of Courage, but 
upon no other Grounds, than by ſetting the 
Country Fellows to Cudgelling or Boxing, and 


being a Spectator of a broken Head and a 


Behaviour of theſe Two, in their reſpective Sta- 
tions, and by what Means they made an Ad- 
vancement of their Fortunes. There are ſeve- 
ral Relations, I ſay, now extant, that tell us, 
how one of theſe great Brothers took Avaro's 
Siſter for his Miſtreſs, which was the Founda- 
tion of his Preferment, and how Haggite, by 


granting her Favours to any one who would go 


to the Expence of them, became extream!y 
Wealthy, and how Both had gain'd the Art of 
getting Money out of every Body they had to 
do with, and by the moſt diſhonovrable Me- 
. „ thods. 
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the Brothers, 


| his Knowledge. 
| ſome of the moſt conſiderable Eſtates in the 
| Neighbourhood, and was related by Marriage 
to one Baconface, a ſort of Bailiff to his Lady. 
He, and Baconface and Haggite got into Poſſeſ- 
ſion, as it were, of their Lady's Eſtate, and carry'd 


(10) 
Never perhaps, was any Couple fo 
match'd in every Thing as theſe, or ſo fit for one 
another: A Couple fo liak'd by the Bonds of 
Iniquity, as well as Marriage, that it is impoſſi- 
ble to tell which had the greateſt Crimes to an- 


twer for. 


It will be needles to relate the Fortune of 


Maſters, and the Favours they beſtow'd on 
Them. 


and who had been attended from her Infancy by 
Had gite. 

Then it was Avaro began his Tyranny; he 
was entruſted with all the Aﬀairs of Con- 
ſequence, and there was nothing done without 
He marry'd his Daughters to 


it with fo high a Hand, were fo haughty to the 
Rich, and oppreſſive to the Poor, that they 

aickly began to make themſelves odious ; but 
Gr their better Security, they form'd a ſort of 


Confederacy with one Dammyblood, Clumzy 


their Son-in-Law, Splitcauſe an Attorney, and 


| Moufe a noted Ballad-Maker,and ſome others. As 


ſoon as they had done this, they began ſo to do- 


mineer, that there was no Living for thoſe who 


would not compliment, or comply with them in 


their Villany. Haggite cry'd, Lord, Madam, 
to her Miſtreſs, It wah be ſo, * Avaro ſwore, 
By 


who were their Succeſſive 


It is ſufficient that the Eſtate came at 
laſt to a Daughter of the younger Brother, a 
| Lady, who was the Admiration of the Age ſhe 
Iiv'd in, and the Darling of the whole Country, 
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By G—d, and Baconface ſhook his Head, and 


look'd diſmally. They made every Tenant pay 


a Tax, and every Servant conſiderably out of 
his Wages toward the Mounding their Lady's 
Eſtate, as they pretended, but moſt part of ir 


went into their own Pockets. Once upon 


a Time, the Tenants grumbling at their Pro- 


 ceedings, Clumzy, the Son-ia-Law, brought 


in a Parcel of Beggars to ſettle upon the 
Eſtate. Thus they liv'd for ſome Years, till 
they grew Richer than their Miſtreſs, and 


were, perhaps, the Richeſt Servants in the 


World : Nay, what is the moſt Remarkable, 
and will ſcarcely find Belief in future Apes, they 
began at laſt to deny her Title to the Eſtate, 
and affirm, ſhe held it only by their Permiſſion 
and Connivance, 

Things were come to this paſs, when one of 
the Tenants Sons from Oxf——r4 preach'd up 
Obedience to their Lady, and the Neceſſity of 


their Downfall, who oppos'd it. This open'd 


the Eyes of all the honeſt Tenants, but enrag'd 


Auvaro and his Party, to that Degree, that they 


had hir'd a Pack of Manag'd Bull-Dogs, with 
a Deſign to bait him, and had done it infallibly, 


had not the Gentry interpos'd, and the Coun- 


try People run into his Aſſiſtance. Theſe, with 
Much ado, muzzled the Dogs, and petition'd 
their Lady to diſcard the Miſmanagers, who 
conſented to it. 


Great were the Rndeavours; and great the 


Struggles of the Faction, for ſo they were call'd, 


to keep themſelves in Power, as the Hiſtories 
of thoſe Times mention. They ſtirr'd up all 


their Ladies Acquaintance to ſpeak to bo in 


their behalt, wrote Letters to and fro, ſwore 
: and 


612) 
and curs'd, laugh'd and cry'd; told the moſt 
abominable and inconſiſtent Lyes, but all-to 
no Purpoſe : They ſpeat their Money, laviſh'd 
away their Beef, Pudding, and Ofober, moſt 
unmercifully, and made ſeveral Fointed-Babies 
to ſhew for Sights, and pleaſe the Tenants 
Sons about Chriſtmas. 

Old Drybones was then the Parſon. of. the 
Pariſh, a Man of the moſt notorions Character, 
who would change his Principles at any Time 
to ſerve a Turn, preach or pray Extempore, | 
talk Nonſenſe, or any Thing elſe, for the Ad- 
vancement of Avaro and his Faction. He was 
look'd upon to be the greateſt Artiſt in Lgerde- 
main in that Country; and had a Way of ſhew- 

ing the Pope and little Maſter in a Box, but 
the Figures were ſo very ſmall, it was impoſ⸗ 
ſible for any Body but himſelf to diſcern them. 

He was hir'd, as is ſuppos'd, to tax the New 

Servants with Popery, together with their Mi- 
ſtlreſs, which he preach'd in ſeveral Churches 
thereabouts; but his Character was too well 
known to make any Thing credited that came 

from him. 11 
There are ſeveral Particulars related, both * 
Tradition and the Manuſcripts, concerning 
the turning out of theſe Seryants, which would 
reqaire greater Volumes than I deſign. It is 
enough, that notwithſtanding their Endeavours, 
they were Diſcarded, and the Lady choſe her 
new Servants out of the moſt honeſt and ſub- 
ſtantial of her Tenants, of undoubted Abili- 
ties, who were tied to her by Inclination as 


well as Duty. Theſe began a Reformation f 
all the Abuſes committed, by Avaro and Bacon= 


ſage, which diſcover'd ſuch a Scene of Roguery 


to | 
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to the World, that one would hardly think 
- moſt mercenary Favourites could be pullty 
© 
Avaro now began to be very dnenſte, and to 
be affrighted at his own Conſcience; he found 
nothing would pacihe the enrag'd Tenants, and 
that his Life wou'd be but a ſufficient Recom- 

pence for hisCrimes. HisMoney which he rely'd 
= on, and which he laviſh'd away to Bribe off his 
Deſtruction, had not Force enough to Protect him: 
He could not, as it is reported, Sit ſtill in one 


Z Place for two Minutes, never Slept at all, Eat 


little or nothing, Talk'd very rambling and 
Z inconſiſtent, of Merit, Hardſhips, Accounts, 
3 Perquiſites, Commiſſioners, Bread and Bread-Wag- | 
ons, but was never heard to mention any 
Cheeſe. 
He came and made a Confeſſion in his own 
| Houſe to ſome People he never ſaw before in 
his Life, and which ſhews no little Diſorder 
in his Brain; That, whatever they might think of 
him, he was as Dutiful a Servant as any his 
Miſtreſs had. Haogite rav'd almoſt as bad as 
he, and had got St. Anthony's Fire in her Face 
but it is a queſtion, ſays Dr. G--th, whether 
there was any Thing Ominous in that, ſince it 
is probable, the Diſtemper only chang'd it's 
Situation. 8 
Mean while, it was agreed by Baconſace and 
others, that a Conſultation ſhould be call'd at 
Avaro's Houſe, ſomething Deciſive reſolv'd on, 
in order to prevent their Ruin; and according- 
ly, Jacobo the Meſſenger was ſear to inform the 


| Cabal of it. 


_ Diſmal and horrid was the Night of that in- 
fernal Conſultation, nothing heard but the me- 
| lancholly 
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Jancholly Murmuring of Winds, and the Croaks 
ing of Toads and Ravens; Every thing ſeem'd 
Wild and Deſert, and double Darkneſs over- 
ſpread the Hemiſphere : Thunder and Light- 
ning, Storms and Tempeſt, and Earthquakes, 


ſeem'd to Preſage ſomething more then Ordi- 
' nary, and added to the Confuſton of that Me- 
morable Night. Nature ſicken'd, and groan'd; 
as it were, under the Tortures of univerſal 


Ruine. Not a Servant in the Houſe but had 


Dreamt the ſtrangeſt Dreams, and Haggite her 
ſelf had ſeen a Stranger in the Candle. The 
Fire languiſh'd and burnt Blue, and the Crickets 


ſung continually about the Oven: How far the 
Story is true concerning the Warming-Pan and 
Diſhes, I cannot ſay, but certain it is, a Noiſe 


was heard like that of rolling Peaſe from the 


top of the Houſe to the bottom; and the Win- 


dows creak'd, and the Doors rattled in a man- 
ner not a little terrible. Several of their Ser- 
vants made Affidavit, That Haggite loſt a red 
Petticoat, a Ruff, and a Pair of Green-Stockings, 
that were her Mother's, but the Night before, 
and a Diamond-Croſs once gave her by a Great 


Man. Ha POPE WH ft: 

 *Twas about Midnight before this Black So- 
ciety got together, and no ſooner were they 
ſeated, when Avaro open'd to them in this 


manner. We have try'd, ſays he, my Friends, 
all the Artifices we cou'd invent or execute, but 
all in vain. Our Miſtreſs has diſcover'd plainly 
our Intentions, and the Tenants will be neither 
| flatter'd, nor frighted, nor brib'd into our In- 
| tereſt. It remains therefore, and what tho' Wwe 
Periſh in the Attempt, we muſt Periſh other- 


wiſe, that once for all we make a Puſh at the 
8 5 very 


KD 


very Life of—— When, Lo! ſays the Manu 


* ſcript, An unuſual Noiſe interrupted his Dil- 
> courſe, and Jacobo cry'd out, The Devil, the 
Devil at the Door. Scarce had he Time to 

3 ſpeak, or they to liſten, when the Apparition 


of Mother Haggy entred; But, Who can de- 
ſcribe the Aſtoniſhment they were then in? 
Haggite ſounded away in the Elbow-Chair as 
ſhe ſat, and Avaro, notwithſtanding his boaſted 
Courage, ſlunk under the Table in an Inſtant: 


| 4 Baconface ſcrew'd himſelf into a thouſand Po- 


ſtures; and Clumzy trembled till hisivery Water 
trickled from him. Splitcauſe tumbled over a 


; Joint-Stool, and Mouſe the Ballad-Maker broke 


a Brandy-Bottle that had been Haggite's Com- 
panion for ſome Years : But Dammyblood, Dam- 


| { myblood only was the Man that had the Courage 


to cry out Gd D--m your Bl--d, What occaſion 


for all this Buſtle ? Is it not the Devil, and is 


he not our old Acquaintance ? This reviv'd them 
in ſome Meaſure; but the Ghaſtlyneſs of the 
SpeQacle made ſtill ſome Impreſſion on them. 


There was an unaccountable Irregularity in her 


Dreſs, a Wanneſs in her Complexion, and a 
Diſproportion in her Features. Flames of Fire 


| Iſſued from her Noſtrils, and a ſulphurous Smoak 


from her Mouth, which together with the Con- 
dition ſome of the Company were in, made a 


very noiſome and offenſive Smell; and I have 
been told, ſays a very Grave Alderman of 


St. Albans, Some of them ſaw her Cloven Foot. 
1 Come, ſays ſhe, at length, (in an hollow 
Voice, more terrihle than the celebrated Sten- 


tor, or the brawny Caledonian) I Come, O ye 


Accomplices in Iniquity, to tell you of your 
Crimes, to bid you defiſt from theſe Cabals, for 
Lug they 
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they are Fruitleſs, and prepare for Ppunimment 


| that is Certain. I have, as long as I could, aſſiſt- 

| | ed you in your Glorious Execrable Attempts, 
| but Time is now no more; the Time is coming 
* when you maſt be deliver'd up to Juſtice. As to 
* vou, O Son and Daughter, ſaid ſhe, turning to 


them, tis but a few revolving Moons, e'er you 
muſt both fall a Sacrifice to your Avarice and 
Ambition, as I have told you heretofore, but 
your Miſtreſs will be too Mercifal, and tho” / 
your ready Money muſt be refunded, your 
Eſtate in Land will Deſcead unto your Heirs. 
But you, O Baconface, you have Merited no- 
thing to ſave either your Life or your Eſtate, 


| be contented therefore with the Loſs of both: 
And Clumzy, ſays ſhe, you muſt ſhare the ſame 
i Y Fate, your Inſolence to your Lady, and the 
l Beggars you brought in upon the Tenants will 
| require it. Dammyblood, continues ſhe, turning 


towards him, you muſt expect a conſiderable 
Fine; but Splitcauſe and Mouſe may come off 
more eaſily. She ſaid, gave a Shriek, and 
diſappear'd; and the Cabal diſpers'd with the | 
_ utmoſt Conſternation. ; NT 
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